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THE FRANCIS DAVIS MILLET MEMORIAL 

CHAIR OF THE FINE ARTS IN THE 

AMERICAN ACADEMY IN ROME 



FRANCIS DAVIS MILLET was 
intimately connected with the Ameri- 
can Academy in Rome from its estab- 
lishment,* being not only a charter mem- 
ber, but for many years its Secretary. 
Of his numerous interests it was, per- 
haps, the one which lay closest to his 
heart. He was strongly of the belief 
that the privileges it offered were of 
incalculable value and that the influence 
it must exert would be exceedingly bene- 
ficial to the development of American 
Art. For these reasons he labored in- 
defatigably to make the establishment 
of the Academy permanent and its future 
assured. 

In recognition of the loss which has 
come, not only to the Academy, but to 
the community, through his death, the 
Trustees of the American Academy in 
Rome desire in some suitable and prac- 
tical way to perpetuate and to honor his 
memory. They have, therefore, decided 
upon the establishment of the Francis 
Davis Millet Memorial Chair of the Fine 
Arts in the American Academy in Rome. 
The endowment of this Chair will not be 
part of the general endowment of the 
Academy, but will be separate, and the 
Chair itself will constitute an extension 
of the Academy's present equipment. By 
reason of this fact it will become distinc- 
tively and unmistakably of such a nature 
as the Trustees feel will most fittingly 
commemorate Mr. Millet and represent 
his own devotion to the Academy and to 
the great cause of higher artistic edu- 
cation. 

Mr. Millet was appointed to the office 
of Chief Administrator of the American 
Academy in Rome following the consoli- 
dation of the American School of Clas- 
sical Studies, for the advanced study of 
archeology, literature and history of the 



*The American Academy was incorporated 
by Act of Congress as a national institution in 
1905. 



classical and later periods, with the 
American Academy in Rome, for the ad- 
vanced study of the Fine Arts of archi- 
tecture, sculpture and painting; the 
former under the directorship of Mr. 
Jesse Benedict Carter, the latter under 
the directorship of Mr. Gorham P. 
Stevens. The consolidation of these 
schools necessitated the appointment of 
a chief officer of high standing, who « 
would look after the general affairs of 
the Academy, as well as its particular 
relation to the Government and the Mu- 
nicipality, and also to take immediate 
charge of the physical development of 
the new property. Mr. Millet was se- 
lected for the office, and accepted the 
appointment at great personal incon- 
venience and sacrifice, because his heart 
was so much in the work and because of 
his belief that he could be helpful in 
thus furthering the interests of the 
Academy. 

To perpetuate this Chair it should be 
endowed by a Trust Fund of at least 
$100,000. The fund to be raised is nec- 
essarily large. Nevertheless, it is hoped 
that it will be fully subscribed at an 
early day, by offerings of either large or 
small sums. It is specially desired that 
the subscription be general, and on this 
account even the most modest contribu- 
tions will be gratefully received. 

The names of the contributors will be 
inscribed in a Memorial Volume, which 
will be deposited with the archives of the 
Academy, and a copy of which will be 
sent to each donor. 

Checks should be drawn to "The 
Francis Davis Millet Memorial Fund," 
and forwarded to Mr. William A. Boring, 
Treasurer, 32 Broadway, New York 
City. 

This appeal, which has been sent out 
by the Trustees of the Academy, is 
signed by Theodore N. Ely, Edwin H. 
Blashfield, Daniel C. French, C. Grant 
La Farge and Andrew F. West. 
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